moves the one and develops the other, which presides over all that change which is carried on during this interesting and important period of dentition ?
The natural and uninterrupted operations of the economy should be sufficient, and generally are, to effect all the changes which take place in the system, yet there are cases where from disease and other causes, the natural function is disturbed. Still the question comes up, will the removal of a deoiduous tooth at any period, effect the development of the tooth of replacement ? can the presence of the former, by pressure or other means, prevent the full development of the latter ? We know that the organs engaged in the assimilation and production of the one, are independent of those employed for the destruction of the other. The idea has been entertained, and An all-wise Providence has given us a land flowing with "milk arid honey," and indeed almost every other good thing. Are we, with all our boasted intelligence, using these mercies to the great advance of human life? As a profession, we are perhaps doing more than any other nation to artistically and surgically meet the wants created by dental disease. Would it not be well to, as far as possible, arrest that disease itself? We may take a stunted, feeble-looking shrub, and by transferring it to good soil, and proper culture, develop, as it were, a new life ; so that its after-growth shall forever hide its feeble beginning. Are these vegetable creations around us of more value than the dear ones entrusted to our charge? The law which govern the development of the dental organs appear to be different from that which govern true osseous structure, and it is certainly, to a certain extent, independent of it.
We are not certain but that crowded dentures are the result more of imperfect osseous development, than dental.
The very alveolar processes, which are not dental in their structure, appear to want full development to meet the demands of the dental system. We but seldom find a crowded denture when the maxillary arches are full formed. The teeth are moulded for large jaws, but the health which govern the full development of the general frame, have been so long violated In this whole operation of first and second dentition, there is evidently a co-operative dependence, (if we may be allowed the expression,) a mutual co-laboring of each function, and this can be seen as early as the fourteenth week of utero-gestation, when the cavities of reserve are thrown off from the inner opercula of the follicles formed for the reception of the deciduous germs.
We will now more particularly notice some of the bad This practice is not likely to produce any special irregularity of the permanent bicuspids. If such is the result, it is far better here than in the front teeth, and if so, the loss of one would likely be of service to the preservation of the denture. Should the first permanent molar be decayed, and which is very likely, its loss would repair the regularity of the denture. We would, however, not advise the injudicious extraction of even any of these teeth to relieve a crowded condition of the incisors. We prefer waiting until these are well erupted, and it is evident they cannot make room for themselves. That practice which merely takes cognizance of one or two present and palpable difficulties, having no reference to collateral effects which must flow from it, is not much, if any, short of quackery.
